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Basic Firearms Training  

To begin the training click on the òNEXTó pointer below.  Click on the òNEXTó 

pointer on each page to move to the next page.  To move back to the previous 

page click on the òBACKó pointer.   

STOP- This is a very large ADOBE PDF file.  You must save this file to you 

computer and run the file from your computer.   
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computer.  Then open the saved file on your computer.  This training has 
external links that will navigate away from the course.  If it is not saved and 
ran from your computer  it will take a long time to re-load every time you 
return from external links.         
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Basic Firearms Training  
Any firearm has the potential to injure or kill. As such, the safe handling and 
maintenance of a gun should not be taken lightly. Please use caution at all times 
when handling any firearm. If you are new to guns, take a gun safety course from 
the NRA or an otherwise accredited instructor. Even if you are experienced in 
handling firearms, review safety rules from time to time and consider taking a 
refresher course or more advanced training.  Although the owner of this web site 
has attempted to provide accurate information in these informational pages we 
assume no responsibility for the accuracy or correctness of the information.  
 
All information is provided "as is" with all faults without warranty of any kind, 
either express or implied. Neither the web site owner nor any of its members, 
managers, employees, agents, vendors, or family members will be liable for any 
direct, indirect, general, bodily injury, compensatory, special, punitive, 
consequential, or incidental damages including, without limitation, costs of 
replacement goods, loss or damage to personal property, injury to others as a 
result of the use or inability to use this information.  

PLEASE READ AND AGREE TO OUR RELEASE  AGREEMENT: 
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RELEASE, WAIVER, INDEMNIFICATION, HOLD HARMLESS, AND ASSUMPTION OF THE RISK 

AGREEMENT  
 

WHEREAS, in return for this instruction in firearms the user of this information agrees to the 
following: The User agrees to indemnify, hold harmless the owner of this web site, and any of its 
agents or family members from any and all fault, liabilities, costs, expenses, claims, demands or 
lawsuits arising out of, related to or connected with: the discharge of firearms; the information 

contained in these training modules, course of instruction; the User 's participation in the course 
of instruction; the range, buildings, land and premises used as a result of the course of instruction 
(hereinafter the "Premises"); the User's presence on or use of said Premises; and any and all acts 
or omissions of the User. And should any such claim, demand or lawsuit arise or be asserted in 
any way whatsoever related thereto, whether arising under the laws of the United States or of 

any State, or under any theory of law or equity, the User will indemnify, hold harmless and 
defend the owner/author from any and all costs, expenses or liability including, but not limited 

to, the cost of any settlement or judgment made or rendered against the owner/author.  together 
with all costs of court and other costs or expenses incurred in connection with any such claim, 

demand or lawsuit, including attorney's fees.  

Continued on next page: 
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The User furthermore waives for himself/herself and his/her executors, 
administrators, assignees or heirs, any and all rights and claims for damages, losses, 
demands and any other actions whatsoever, which he/she may have or which may 
arise against the owner/author (including, but not limited to any and all injuries, 
damages or illnesses suffered by the User or the User's property), which may, in any 
way whatsoever, arise out of, be related to or be connected with: the course of 
instruction; the Premises, including any latent defect in the Premises; the User's 
presence on or use of said Premises; the User's property and the discharge of 
firearms. The owner/author shall not be liable for, and the User, on behalf of 
himself/herself and his/her executors, administrators, assignees or heirs, hereby 
expressly releases the owner/author from any and all such claims.  This instrument 
binds the User and his / her executors, administrators, assignees or heirs by clicking 
the "I Agree" button, or if I subsequently read through this information and bypass 
this waiver  I automatically acknowledge and agree to the above terms and conditions. 

DISAGREE 

AGREE 
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ÅOverview of different  

  types of firearms, their 

  operation & use.   

ÅAction Mechanisms 

ÅAmmunition 

ÅCartridges & Calibers 

ÅSafeties 

ÅMagazines 

 

 

Section 1 

Information contained in this training course is compiled from numerous sources researched throughout the 

internet.  This is only a compilation of information from those sites.  It is intended to provide organized 

information, FREE OF CHARGE, to anyone who is looking for basic information related to the safe handling, 

use, and storage of firearms.  In addition, we provide hyperlinks to other web sites, videos, etc., to 

supplement the information specific to the section/topic you are in.  You should review each page and then 

review the linked pages before you move forward to the next topic.  Navigation is easy, just click on the 

pointer at the bottom of the page to continue to the next page and click on the back pointer to move back to 

the previous page.  Before you purchase, use or handle a firearm you must take a formal course in firearms 

safety.  We suggest one of the many different courses offered by the NRA: http://www.nrahq.org/education/training/index.asp  
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handling, cleaning and 

storage  

Section 2 
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ÅFirearms laws 

ÅGlossary of terms 
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ÅOverview of different  

  types of firearms, their 

  operation & use.   

ÅAction Mechanisms 

ÅAmmunition 

ÅCartridges & Calibers 

ÅSafeties 

ÅMagazines 

 

 

Section 1 

This training is broken down into three sections.  Each section will cover the topics listed below.  Remember 

that this information guides you through a logical process related to the subjects and uses internet links to 

supplement the information presented.  This is a free WIKI based ð referenced course.  You should read and 

understand the principal for which Wikipedia is based.  Follow this link for additional information on 

Wikipedia.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:About   When you see the WIKI symbol on a page:                         

read the information on the page and then click on the globe for additional information on that 

subject.  When you have reviewed the linked information you can then return to the module and  

continue the training.  In addition, at the bottom of each page is a link to a firearms glossary of terms.  If you 

come across a term you are unfamiliar with simply click on the link to look it up.  In addition, the host web 

site provides additional information to supplement these topics.         
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Overview of different 

types of firearms, their 

operation & use. 

Section 1: 

In this section is a description of the most common types of firearms.  The information shows the major 

components of a firearm and how they work.  It also includes general information on the typical use or 

purpose of each type.  This information is presented first so you have an understanding of what a firearm is, 

specifically the components, names of components (parts) of a firearm and how they work.  You need to 

know and understand this first before  you learn about the rules of safe gun handling.  If you donõt know 

what a muzzle is, how would you know where to point it?         

 

Basic Firearms Training  

A firearm is a weapon that launches one, or many, projectile(s) at high 
velocity through confined burning of a propellant. This subsonic 
burning process is technically known as deflagration, as opposed to 
supersonic combustion known as a detonation. In older firearms, the 
propellant was typically black powder or cordite, but modern firearms 
use smokeless powder or other propellants. Most modern firearms 
(with the notable exception of smoothbore firearms) have rifled 
barrels to impart spin to the projectile for improved flight stability. 

Remember: Follow the òWIKIó - click on the link)  

http://www.gpoint3.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glossary_of_firearms_terms
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glossary_of_firearms_terms
http://www.gpoint3.com/
http://www.gpoint3.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Projectile
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Combustion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Propellant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deflagration
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Detonation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_powder
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cordite
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smokeless_powder
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smoothbore
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rifling


www.GPoint3.com     

Glossary of Terms 

          There are three basic types of firearms: 

 

ÅRifles (long gun) 

 

 

ÅPistols (handguns) 

 

 

 Shotguns (long gun) 
 

These characteristics differentiate firearms as a general class.  
long guns such as rifles and shotguns which are mounted against 
the shoulder and handguns with the essential distinguishing 
characteristic is its facility for one-handed operation. 

Lets take a look at the components of a firearm, in general: 
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        A firearm is made up of three general parts: 

ÅAction 

ÅBarrel 

ÅStock ð Rifles & Shotguns  (grip/frame for handguns)   
 

In firearms terminology, an action is the physical mechanism that manipulates cartridges 
(bullets) and/or seals the breech.  (location where the bullet is placed or positioned to fire it)  
The term is also used to describe the method in which cartridges are loaded, locked, and 
extracted from the mechanism. Actions are generally categorized by the type of mechanism 
used.   The barrel is simply a tube where the bullet travels down when fired and the stock, 
grip or frame are design features that hold the action and barrel in its design characteristic. 

Now that you have an understanding of the general components of a firearm,  
Lets take an in-depth look at pistols, rifles, & shotguns: 
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Pistols (handguns) 

Semi-automatic 

Revolvers 

Before you move forward, take a minute to review what was covered so far: 
 

1. There are three basic types of firearms: Pistols, Rifles and Shotguns 

 

2. Regardless of the type of firearm, they typically have the same basic components including 

the barrel, action, stock, grip, and frame. 

Basic Firearms Training  

The next set of pages will show you specific information on the most 

common actions broken down by each type of firearm.  Remember, for 

detailed information related to that specific page, Follow the WIKI! 

Rifles: 

Bolt & Lever Action 

Semi-automatic 

 

Shotguns 

Semi-automatic 

Pump Action 

One note to remember when you go through these topics:  Regardless of the type of firearm, you will find 

that different actions can be found on different firearms:  Rifles can have revolving cylinders and pistols can 

have bolt actions, etcé   

http://www.gpoint3.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glossary_of_firearms_terms
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glossary_of_firearms_terms
http://www.gpoint3.com/
http://www.gpoint3.com/


www.GPoint3.com     

Glossary of Terms 

The word "pistol" is often synonymous with the word "handgun". 
Some handgun experts make a technical distinction that views 
pistols as a subset of handguns. Sometimes in American usage, the 
term "pistol" refers to a handgun having one chamber integral with 
the barrel, making pistols distinct from the other main type of 
handgun, the revolver, which has a revolving cylinder containing 
multiple chambers. 

A Handgun is a firearm designed to be held and operated 

by one hand. This characteristic differentiates handguns as a general 
class of firearms from long guns such as rifles and shotguns (which 
are mounted against the shoulder). 
 
Major handgun subtypes are the revolver and pistol; other subtypes 
include derringers, single-shot pistols, semi-automatic pistols, 
pepperboxes, and machine pistols. 
 
Although handgun use often includes bracing with a second hand, 
the essential distinguishing characteristic of a handgun is its facility 
for one-handed operation. 

 

Lets take a look at the two most common types of 
handgun actions, the semi-auto and the revolver : 
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